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THE "CULTURAL" AID THE "SPECIALIZED"~ 


An Inquiry into Acadenic Interrelationships 


NOTE: The papers that follow were prepared for a forum held 
by the faculty of Mississippi State College on April 7, 192 
to discuss the question, “Is there a necessary interdependence 
between the specialized and the general cultural disciplines 
which it is the duty of the College to emphasize and support?" 
The moderator was Peyton W. Williams, and the panel includsd 
Robert Holland, Carlton Ragland, A. G Holmes, — Wofford, 
Iyell Behr, end Fred Neal. 


MAN AND THE “LAW FOR THING 


by 


Robert B. Holland 
Department of English 


A certain transcendental American lady once in a philosophical cenversatien 
eried "I accept the universe {®" To which Thomas Carlyle replied, "By Gad, you'd 
better.” That story seems to have point here tonight. For in a technical college, 
the teaoher of the humanities disoiplinea, observing the trend toward narrowness 
ef teohnical specialization, feels after repeated frustrations that he might as 
well, by Gad, accept the universe, and stop fighting what seems to be a losing 
battle. Especially in a land grant college, the teacher of most of the cultural 
Subjects looks about him at the ruin of his expectations and feels with Shelley 
that "The lene and the level sands stretch far away.” It seems to me that there 
4s some justification for his attitude, For is it not a fault, and a grave fault, 
of Mississippi State College, if we send the technical student forth from this 
institution little better equipped, outside of his major field, than when he came 
to us? I believe that our proposition tenisht is true; that there IS a necessary 
interdependence between the specialized and the general cultural disciplines 
whioh it is the duty of the college to emphasize and support. I believe further 
that Mississippi State College (and this applies to the majority of land grant 
colleges) is partially failing in its primary function, which is, to quote the 
Morrill Aot of 1862, to teach, "without excluding the other scientific and class= 
ical studies...esuch branches of learning as are related to agricultural and 
mechanio artSeooin order to promote the liberal and practical education ef the 
industrial classe8ee0o0" Note the word “liberal® here: the "liberal and practical 
education of the industrial classes....” ‘Times have changed, and we cannot 
always rely on a hundred-year=old act to guide us. I quote from the Morrill Act 
merely as answer to occasional references to it as an act concerned only with 
technical training. 


Since one of the difficulties of disoussions is a lack of agreement on defi- 
nitions of terms, I should like to make clear what I mean by certain terms I am 
usinge By a specialized discipline I mean a technical, scientific, utilitarian 
ene, such as soil mamagement, chemistry, and aerodynamios. By the general oultural, 
or humanistic, discipline I mean such studies as literature, art, history, and 
philosophy. The difference is that which lies between physical phenomena and 
the spirit of man, between the purely practical pursuits of life and the ethical, 
moral, social, and esthetio texture of experience. These definitions are, of 
course, arbitrary; I do not submit them as exclusive or finale The purpese of 
my definitions is to make clear my position. 


I base my position on certain premises: ’ 


il. That the function of a college, land grant or other, is not only te 
equip a student for a trade, but to equip him alse for an understanding of him- 
self, his heritage, and the historical, ethical, esthetic texture of his universe; 
to equip him to use his trade or profession or his mastered techniques for ends 
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beyond themselves; to equip him, as Dr. Rhodes in his Soholarship Day address 
phrased it, fer “the largeness and beauty of the intellectual life." 


2. That the mastery of a teochnioal profession is not sufficient te make 
ef a man a valuable citizen of a narrowing world or of the demecratic United States; 
and that such a mastery is not sufficient to bring a man understanding or the 
richest happiness in any world at any timee 


3e That the college which eperates outside these premises is falling 
shert of its highest calling, and of its duty to its students and to the people 
whe support it. 


The tragioally restricted outlook of a broad segment of student thought is 
displayed in freshman themes on subjects relating te a student's purposes in 
College. All teo often the freshman looks on college as merely a training greund 
for a better=—paying job, as a purely practical prelude te materialistic success 
in the world. The defender of the humanities, or general cultural discipline, 
has many answers to that attitude. One answer concerns the priceless value of 
knowledge in itself. Another concerns the very vital sociological problem of 
our future culture as to what we will do with our leisure time. But for lack of 
time, I shall stress only one point here; and I choose this point for stress 
because of the urgency and immediacy of its nature. And that is the growing 
specter of the tyranny over men's minds which has risen in our century and which 
takes its most powerful and ominous form in Soviet Communism. A nation is not 
merely a conglomerate ef physical phenomena and material appliances. A nation is 
an erganism, and like other organisms it is subject te the pressures of its en- 
vironment. And the environment whioh America, along with other relatively free 
ceuntries, faces today is one in which Communist materialistic philgsophy is 
triumphant in- great segments of the world. This philosophy is a oombination of 
materialism and force, deriving from the MarXian concept of historic inevitability 
and olass struggle. It is a philosophy stripped of the liberating doctrine of 
free will, of the fruits of the intellectual heritage of our Western world; it 
holds in derision the abstractions, visions, and spiritual greatness of the Grecian 
and Christian past of which we are products. It is a materialistic force. Facing 
this force, are we to sink to its level? Are we to continue our trend toward 
pure utilityeor are we to oppese to this materialism not only a great counterforce 
of materialism (greater ships, more speedy planes, more destructive bombs, better 
K-re tions) but also the imponderable spiritual pewer which comes from a knowledge 
of and respect for our most profound ideals and values, what Professor Buck has 
called the Golden Thread of philosophical and esthetio culture which runs from 
Buddha and Homer and Plato to Whitehead and John Dewey? It seems to me that we 
must certainly take the second alternative, that we must nurture our great heritage, 
fer through it alone can our final triumph be assured. And the only way to nurture 
this heritage is to make it known to our students, who in time will hold the 
fate of the liberal world in their handse 


Finaliy, I sheuld like to support my statement that Mississippi State Cellege 
is net giving to certain of its students the kind ef educatien I have held te be 
essential to persenal enrichment and cultural survival. 


We all take it for granted that Mississippi State College is te train its 
technical students primarily in their technical fields, and that most of a student’ 
time, in engineering and agriculture for instance, must be given to his field. But 
I believe that EVERY student at this college should not only be allowed but re= 
quired to pursue a reasonably proportional course of studies which leads him te 
seme awareness of the values which we have discussed; that EVERY student should 
be guided in certain studies which concern themselves with value judgments con— 
cerning the ethical, meral, esthetic, and philosophical ends of man. I believe 
it te be indefensible that agricultural students at Mississippi State College 
CAN and MAY graduate without any firsthand knowledge of the literature of their 
ewn country, of the literature of England, Germany, or Greece, without one 
course in art, in philosophy, in comparative religion, in histery and government 
(with seme exceptions) beyond the 3-hour survey level. Such is our situation 
here. In the Schoel of Engineering, again acoerding to the late catalog, the 
situation is similar, except that the studert is required te take an additional 
3—heur course in World Civilization in his sophomore year. I have excluded here 
any censideration of the often required courses in Agricultural Journalism, Speech, 
and Business Correspondence, since they are hardly te be called humanistic or 
cultural courses, though taught by the Department ef English. Many will answer 
in justification of our situation that all students are allowed certain eleotives,. 





But hew free is the student's choice? A leek at the cataleg will show that agri- 
cultural students are given a list of preferred electives, and that in few cases 
de the preferred lists include courses which we could oall humanistio er cultural. 
In the School ef Engineering, a student may, if he is majoring in Electrical 
Engineering, elect a course in World Litergture. Majors in Aerenautical Engineer= 
ing and Agricultural Engineering may not de that. Engineering students whe are 
also advanced ROTC students are limited in electives to the military field. But 
all this may be seen in the catalog. 


All this means that oup fnture leaders are, many of them, graduating frem 
Mississippi State College with merely a meager, if any, knowledge of Whitman, 
Faulkner, Emerson, Plate, Goethe, Milton, Shakespeare, the great religious leaders, 
the great philosephers, the great musical cemposers= the list of omissions sheuld, 
I think, stagger our belief. 


The particular irony of the situation is that practically everyone I have 
talked te on this subject, in the cultural disciplines and in the technioal, 
agrees that the picture is dark, agrees that there should be a changee I am 
aware of the many obstacles to change (the widening ef teohnioal knowledge, 
the pressure of competition), but I wonder if it is net partly a case of keeping 
eur right hand in ignerance of what our left is doing? 


One hundred and five years aso Emerson wrote: 


There are twe laws discrete, 
Net recenciled,-— 

Law for man, and law for things 
The last builds tewn and fleet, 
But it runs wild, 

And deth the man unking. 


The law fer thing is indeed our specialty here. All hener te it. But may we 

net ask eurselves: Does not the law for thing run wild, does it not tee often 
unking the man? Are we truly supporting this necessary interdependence between 
the technical and the humanistic disciplines on which the wisdom of man is built? 


THE DIFFICULTIES IN THE WAY 
by 


Lyell Behr 
Department of Chemistry 


Meany critics of higher education feel that colleges are turning eut graduates, 
particularly frem technical schools, whose education is badly one—sided. Such 
oritics teel that the needs of the student and society are peerly served by the 
intensified technical curricula commen in most scheols. On the other hand, 
these in charge of technical curricula feel that they must use nearly all the 
available time in order to preduce graduateswho are adequately trained in their 
Selected prefession. A compremise solution which appears te please everybody 
except the students is te lengthen the time required for graduation to five 
years. This selution is currently being tried at the University of Minneseta 
in the Institute of Technelegy. Since enly the bacheler's degree is awarded 
fer successfully completing curricula in the Institute, objections have been 
made en the basis that it is unfair to require an extra year. The plan has 
alse been criticized in that it cuts one year from the earning pewer of graduates 
ef these schoels. At any rate, it is doubtful that this selutien is generally 
applicable, 


What sheuld the college teach the student? If we really are educating 
eur students, upen graduation they sheuld have (1) a degree ef professional 
cempetence, (2) seme understanding of natural and human behavior, (3) a knowledge 
ef the humanities—our heritage in the arts. A specific course oan net always 
be assigned te one of these categories, for 1% would depend upen the students! 
ultimate aim. In general, the meaning of “prefessienal® is ebviouS. However, 
altheugh one may not think of it as such, there is ne question but that a knewl— 
edge ef English communication is a prefessional necessity. It is a fact that, 
in the field of chemistry, graduates are mest often criticized for lack of ability 





te write. Similarly, a reading knowledge of a fereign language or languages is 
indispensable in many fields of endeavor. 


The secend requirement I have mentioned requires some explanatione Such 
courses as history and sociology are important in the individuals understanding 
of human behavior and ef world events, which is everybody's business nowadays. 
Chemistry, physics, and biology on the other hand help him to understand natural 
phenomenae Perhaps my scientific training prejudices me, but I feel that some 
understanding of natural phenomena should be possessed by everyone claiming to be 
educated. A person has no intellectual curiosity whe does net wender why a light 
appears when he pushes a button, why the wind blows, why a scum appears when he 
uses a seap in hard water, and a thousand other things he encounters every daye 


However, it is the third category which we are considering tonight. If we 
assume that courses in the humanities are desirable for all college students, 
seme problems arise. One is hew te find time to include such courses. One solu— 
tion — the five-year ceurse — has been mentioned already. An obvious alternative 
possibility is to reduce the number of technical courses. I feel that this can be 
dene without reducing the technical ability of our graduates appreciably, but it 
requires seme relp from the grade and high schools. Our freshmen are poorly 
prepared, and we find ourselves teaching them material they should have learned 
in high schoel. This lagging behind continues throush the four years of college. 
Another point is that college curricula often require tee many specialized courses. 
I thirk everybedy here has had courses in college which purported to be professienal 
and wh ish have been ef no value to him in that way. 


A. second difficulty in the intreduction ef morg humanistic courses is to con- 
vince the student that they are desirable. I think ve can de this by pointing eyt 
the entertainment value in, for example, reading goed books or listening te goed 
musice All of us have encountered people who have complained about being bored 
er having nothing to do. Te a person who has interest in literature and music, 
such boredom is unlikely, for with wellestocked libraries common and radios and 
phenograyhs everywhere, it almost requires an effort to be bored, 


It is obvious that the object of courses in humanistio studiss should be te 
engender an interest and desire in the student such that it will continue after 
graduation. What sort of course can be expected best te arouse such interest? 

Por nearly all students, I sheuld say a general course in the humanities weuld 

be beste To limit a course to some particulir segment does not give the student 
(and us) a fair chance. It is very possible that a persen might like music and 

‘not like English literature. I fer one don't think this is bad. It is unreasonable 
to expect everyone to like the same things, and the student sheuld have as many 
contacts as possible with the various aspects of humanism. For the student whe 
already feels he knews what he likes, more specialized ceurses should be provided. 


As a final remark, I should like to say something abeut what colleges sheuld 
not be expected to do. In recent months, I have seen and heard numerous suggestions 
as to what courses colleges sheuld require. Seme which I have seen recommended 
ares Russian history, Chinese history, geography, law, religion, marriage, and 
nutrition. Regardless of the merits of such courses in the curriculum, if all of 
them were accepted (and there have been others suggested), about 7 or 8 years 
weuld be required te earn a bachelor's degree. 


The mest nearly undeserved of all the criticisms made concerning the colleges 
(and the schools) is that we are net teaching manners and merals. There is ne 
deubt that colleges can smoeth up the rough edges, but the fundamentals sheuld 
be taught by the family. It is unreasonable to expect a scheol or college to 
take Junior, who has been speiled and pampered for 17 years, and make on adult 
eut ef him in four years (not including summers and week-ends). It is equally 
unreasenable to expect us te make a genjus out of a meren er do much of anything 
with someone who is soe tied te the apron strings that he has te go home every 
weekend. 








THE ENGINEER'S VIEWPOINT 


by 
Ae So Heimes 
Head, Dept. ef Mechanical Engineering 


When I was invited te participate in this ferum, it was understeed that I 
Ceuld appreach the subject from the peint of view ef the mechanical engineer. 
Mechanical Engineering has ne vurique educatienal preblems, fer regardless ef what 
ene may think, Mechanical Engineers are still people. 


The functiens of the mechanical engineer, simply stated, are te design, 
develep, test, manufacture, and eperate machines. The jeb is specific, the re— 
spensibilities may became heavy because ef the element ef prefit. 


Each inventien or imprevement is the result ef imaginatien. The basic types 
ef machines were the preduct ef ne steretyped minds fer this werk was dene by 
philesephers, decters, lawyers, preachers, teachers, instrument makers and the 
untutered. This was pessible because many ef the basic laws ef terrestrial 
mechanics are understeed instinctively theugh one may net be able te explain them. 
Mechanical Engineers became necessary only after the machines were required in 
quantity. = 


We need te learn more ef the fundamental truths — spiritual and material — 
but the inclinatien is te teach mere details in mere ceurses. Fragmentatien is the 
result ef a destructive precess and an exeaminatien ef several fragments cannet give 
ene a Gomprehensien of the whele. A regreuping te restere sustenance saems necessary 
but is deubtless beyond eur meral and intellectual pewers te accemplish. Fer 
men are like prairie degs — the extent ef their knawledge is limited by the safe 
distance frem their refuge. 


The principal divisiens of engineering have always had ebjectives ef limited 
scepe. Hewever, the effects ef attrition are visible and one can enly wender hew 
leng the prefessien can maintain its ceherence, 


There are men who censtantly regret their inability te bring te fruitien 
all their ideas. There are ethers whe are content te help. The general effect 
is the requirement ef a wide diversity of interests and ef scientific, business, 
and prefessienal abilities. 


The average engineer is pragmatic —- this characteristic is demanded and 
expected in the executien ef his jeb. He werks with material things te preduce 
semething ef material benefit. He must werk censtantly te demenstrate impreving 
prefessional cempetency. He has little time for frivolity and many yeung men 
unfertunately include cultural subjects in that categery. 


Seon after the Merrill Act was passed, many states attached the land grant 
Celleges te the universities. This actien in severzl cases turned eut te be seed 
that fell eon fertile greund te perish in the frigid atmesphere ef cultured dis- 
appreval. Seme states thea established separate land grant celleges with the 
specific purpese ef educating te impreve the ecenemic status ef a2 large class ef 
peeple. These new celleges did not arbitrarily deny students the eppertunity te 
take seme ef the cultural ceurses fer it was evident then and still is that many 
Cellege students need te acquire seme pelish. The acquisition ef pelish er 
culture seems te be a fundamental need, sometimes mere impertant than bread. There 
are individuals whe deny the benefits ef culture and wart enly the mest practical 
ef ceurses,. There are individuals whe frem infancy have been steeped in a cultured 
atmesphere and are glad te escaps te the pragmatic. 


We have curricula in engineering which serve te establish a ratienal 
appreach te the attainment ef a prefessienal geal. These appreaches are by demand 
ef industry which uses them fer preliminary placement ef graduates. Premetiens 
may result in cemplete departure frem the line ef appreach. These departures 





result frem a shewing ef prefessienal cempetence, ef a desirable persenality and 
ef character. 


I believe that on the average, engineering and science students ebtain an 
excellent educatien. This is true net because ef the ceurses they take, se much 
as in the use they make ef reading and writing, and the fundamental laws ef 
mathematics, chemistry, and physics applied te analysis and te numerical selutiens 
ef practical preblems. 


Im 1944, the ensSineering scheel revised its curricula and each department 
tried te include appreximately thrity semester heurs in what was called the secie— 
humanistic stem. We asked that Histery, English, Ecenemics and Gevernment previde 
new ceurses fer engineers. We get them. Ve also get cemplaints frem eur students 
at their having te take these ceurses. “e heard cempliments abeut the ceurses 
frem seme ef the students whe previeusly had complained. Circumstances destroyed 
this appreach which was censidered the rational means ef previding the engineering 
student with at least 2 taste ef seme cultural subjects. 


It is questionable whether the se-called ratienal appreach te cultural 
educatien as established seme years age is effective or ever can be. Psychelegists 
have learned that when babies are placed uasupervised in the presence ef a variety 
ef feeds that each will eat ef that feed which satisfies a deficiency in the quantity 
desired and feel no ill effects. Ceuld we then place before our students signi- 
ficant greups ef cultural ceurses including these which will help in depertment 
and secial graces and let each pick a greup which appeals te his taste? 


Engineers have been teld many times by those whe teach cultural ceurses — 
"Yeu teach yeuns men hew te make a living. Let us have them a part ef the time 
and we will teach them hew te live." The ebvious questien is “when"™ and the 
answer sheuld be ~- “in their eld age®,. Darwin wrete in his eld age that he 
regretted his neglecting te read the classics during his active lifetime and that 
he believed he had suffered merally fer the neglect. But, if Darwin had tried 
te de beth, it's pessible ne weuld never have attained te renewrn as a scientist. 
Again, yeu say — “teach menhew te live, hew te use their leisure". There are 
Beme men Se intensely interested in their prefessienal werk that such ceurses 
are diverting rather than stimulating. Further, is it pessible fer any large part 
ef the pepulatien ef a2 dynamic demecracy te indulge in a feeling for leisure? 
If such sheuld eccur, weuld the demecracy centinue te be dymamioc er even 2@ 
demecracy? 


If a man reads beeks fer the purpese ef impreving his cempetence as a 
schelar, dees that in itself make him cempetent alse te say — "de this and learn 
te live"? 


Dees not the student of literature know mere ef the remete past than ef the 
near past? Is the histerian so busy reading and recerding that he has little time 
te censider the present and very little to interpret the past? Can the student ef 
gevernment make heads er tails ef what's gsing on? 


I weuld like te see a clesely ceerdinated greup ef ceurses which weuld 
gather the significant facts ef histery and the significant literature fer the 
purpese ef defining the impertant steps which have been taken by the human race. 
Why are these steps taken and what have been the meral, ethical and esthetic 
effects on their descendants? Where were the false steps? Can their effects 
be repaired? Can the effective memory ef the humaa race be extended beyend 
the length ef ene generation? 


It seems te me our purpese in educating yeung men and wemen is: (1) te 
help them acquire those graces wiich will make them readily acceptable te these 
with whem they will asseciate; (2) te influence them te grew merally and intellect— 
ually; te give them a feeling ef cempetence by insisting that their werk refleot 
accuracy in expresSien and in executien; and judgment in analyzing related facts 
as evidenced by reasonable cenclusiens. 


(Continued on Fage 12) 





Population Changes in Mississippi, 1940-1950; 


Social and Eeonomie Implications 


KROTE: The final spring meeting of the Social Science 
Research Seminar was held on April 30 as 3:00 v.m. in 
the library euditorium, Dr. Ben Wofford served as 
modvrator of the panel, which included Dr. Herald A. 
Pedersen, Mr. H. P. Todd, and Mr. W. E. Christian. 
The papers read at this seminar are printed below. 


SOME SOCIAL IMPLICA TIONS 


by 


Harald A. Pedersen 
Division ef Secielegy and Rural Life 


In the brief time alleted te me in this paper, it will be pessible enly te 
oall attention te some ef the preblems ef a social nature which may result frem 
the pepulatien trends observed in the past decade. The mest significant facter 
ebserved in the peried 1940-1950 is the high rate ef migratien. The extent eof 
this migration can be reughly cemputed by ocemparing the 1940 pepulatien with 
that ef 1950, which gives us a less ef nearly 5,000 persens during the decade. 


This, hewever, is enly part ef the stery. The were reughly 600,000 babies 
bern te residents of the state and enly 200,000 deat’ The excess of births ever 
deaths leaves a natural increase ef 400,000 persens. Migratien, therefere, drained 
eff during the decade a pepulatien greup equal tse the increase plus the less in 
pepulatien. 


The remainder ef this disoussien will conoern itself with the differential 
rates ef migratien frem varieus pepulatier greups within the state. The differentials 
te be discussed ares (1) geegraphical differences, (2) residential differences, 
(3) racial differences and (a) age differences in the rate of migration. 


Turning te the discussion ef geograpnical differences, the state can be di- 
vided inte a northern and southern sub-—regien using the nertherrn beundary ef the 
Ceunties including Vicksburg, Jacksen and Meridian as a division. With the exe 
ception ef Jefferson County all counties which experienoed lesses of 15 per cent 
er more in total pepulation lie north of this line. There were ll'counties in 
this group. Thirty-seven counties experienced losses of 5 te 15 per cent and 27 
ef these lie north of this division line. At the other extreme, only 13 counties 
experienced gains of 5 per cent or more and 10 of the 13 lie south “ef the Vicksburg— 
Meridian-Jackson line. The southern 36 counties as a group experienced a net gain 
whereas the northern 46 oounties experienced a net loss. The rate of Jain for indi- 
vidual counties is closely related to the presence or absence of urban centers in 
the county. 


The second major differential in migration rates is the residential differences 
jn migration. The urban population of the state increased by 38 per cent while the 
rural population lost 10 per cent. The farm population which is included in the 
rural lost 21.6 per cente 


Censidering the urban territory by size of center, the large cities with 
25,000 or more persons gained 170 per cent during the decade. Intermediate cities 
ranging in size from 10,000 to 25,000 lost 12 per oent which was largely due te the 
fact that 4 cities increased to ever 25,000 persons, and hence, dropped out of the 
categorye Places of 5,000 and 10,000 inoreased 22 per cent and places of 2,500 te 
5,000 increased 4 per oent. 





“When the residential differences are related to observed replacement rates 
fer the urban and rural areas in Mississippi, it becomes apparent that the greater 
urban increase is largely the result of migration, from farms te cities. Using the 
replacement level observed in 1940, urban population sheuld have decreased about 
10 per cent and the farm pepulation should have increased nearly 30 per cent. The 
ebserved rates of.change are the reverse of the expected since urban population 
gained 36 per cent and the farm population lost over 20 per cent. In terms ef 
absolute numbers, urban centers increased by 160,000 persons and farm areas lost 
303,000 personSe 


The evidence points to the fact that the 400,000 migrants from the state 
were drawn eriginally from the rural population and primarily from the farm group. 
This means that over a half=—million persons or a group equal to one-half of the 
present farm population in the state left Mississippi farms during the l0-year 
period. Some have gone to replace migrants leaving Mississippi cities for other 
states. Others have migrated from rural areas in Mississippi te urban centers 
and rural areasef other states, 


The geographical and residential differencesin migration noted aggravate the 
problems associated with industrial development and urban expansion in the state. 
These problems have two facets and Mississippi affords oppertunity fer research 
in both respects. 


The denor area must learn te live without the migrant peoples. In areas 
such as Mississippi which have suffered from intense peopulatien pressure, migration 
may relieve the situation and result in raised levels of living for the area, 
This assumption which has mere or less popular support has been questioned con-= 
tinueusly by demographers and seems to have little basis in fact from the stand— 
point ef world population. The questien=—"does migration from a rural area result 
in a more equitable distribution of the land resources?"°—— is a significant re- 
search preblem dealing with the social aspects of population trends. 


The other facet of the problems associated with geographical and residential 
migration differentials is the adjustment of migrants to new jebs and new living 
Conditions. Industrial employment and urban life is different from farm work and 
farm living. What happens when the farm boy=-or the farm girl-— moves to the city? 
There is some precedent for assessing the potential problems of the new urban and 
industrial areas. Does this then mean that there is in store for Mississippi, and 
for the South in general, a period eof industrial strife swh as characterized the 
industrial Northeast a generation ago? Studies in industrial relations could 
answer this question and probably circumvent some of the problems of adjustment. 
The problem of urban and industrial adjustment of Mississippi people, however, is 
primarily the concern of other regions and other states than eur ewn, since the 
bulk of the migrants have left the statee 


The only indication available at present of the racial differentials in ‘ 
migration is the distribution ef the population in the state by the racial dichetemy 
ef white and nen-white. In 1940, 50,8 per cent of the tetal pepulation in the 
state were white and in 1950 the propertion had increased to 56.5. This was te 
be expected since the non-white population group is predominately a rural popu- 
lation group and as observed earlier it was the rural population which oontributed 
mest to the migratory stream. If the non-white had contributedeven their pro- 
portinate share of migrants from rural areas, the state would have experienced a 
decrease in relative impertance of the non-white population group in the state. ' 
The evidence indicates that the non-white population contributed proportinately 
mere migrants than their relative importance in the state would warrant, Pree 
liminary releases by the census indicate that the Delta Counties have experienced 
excessive logses ef non-white population, 
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The preponderance ef non-white persons among migrants may well serve to relieve 
some ef the pressures, beth emotional and economic, which are an outgrowth of the 
biracial meres in the state. In any situation involving the subordination ef one 





group and the supererdination of another, the strictures impesed by the superordinate 
group may well be tempered when and if the supsrordinate Jreup becomes numerically 
superior. The state today is faced with hugh expenditures to equalize educational 
facilities between races. If the preponderance of non-white migrants continues to 
characterize the migration frem the state the equalization bill will be reduced 
materially. The fear of being over-run and crowded out will likewise be lessened 

and may well serve to relieve some of the tensions which have characterized Negro- 
white relations in the past. 


Finally, turning te a consideration of age distribution of migrants, pre= 
liminary releases give the age distribution for the state by 10-year groups. This 
is not as refined a breakdown as would be desirable fer a discussion of age differ= 
entials in migration but it will serve to point up some of the important differences. 
The highest rate of migration was from farm areaso The farm population experienced 
a net less of slightly more than 300,000 persons, er ever 20 per cent. The age 
group 15 te 24 years lost 36 per cent and the age group 25 te 34 lest 39 per cent. 
The remaining age groups are bélew or equal to the less of the total population. 
Only the persons 65 yearseld or over increased in the state*s farm population. In 
the twe age categories which constitute the most productive laber force in the state, 
a larger proportion migrated than was the case fer the total pepulation. 


The comparative figures with respeot to age ef migrants have three impertant 
implications, Mie first and most obvious is that farm areas in the state will have 
te find ways and means to maintain production despite Jaber scarcity. Farm operators 
even though financially able to retire may find it impossible te retire because 
there are no sons to take over and/or ne buyers for the property. A second less 
ebvious result, though no less significant, is that there will be a scarcity of 
babies in the state during the next ten years. Urban areas, characteristically, de 
net replace themselves and if the young people are leaving farms and moving to 
urban centers they will probably fall into the same pattern of behavior. the smaller 
Contingent of young people on farms will not be able to maintain the high replace- 
ment rates of the past decade. Finally, the only age group which experienced a 
net gain during the decade was the group over 65 years old. This group increased 
in relative importance both in farm and in non-farm and urban areas. This phenomenon 
will have important bearing on the Social Security and Welfare programs in the State. 


The preceding discussion has by ne means been exhaustive of all the social 
implicatiens of populatien changes in the state. Rather it has sought to highlight 
just a few in order te stimulate an interest in further investigation of demographic 
phenemenon. 


SOME ECONOMIC FACTORS 


by 
Ho Po Todd 
Mississippi Agricultural Experiment Station 


Mississippi pepulation was 8,850 (including that of the Alabama area) in 1800; 
827,922 in 18703 and 2,178,914 in 1950. The gain was 58.8 percent from 1880 te 
1910, but enly 21.2 percent from 1910 to 1950, and there were small declines in the 
decades 1910-20 and 1940-50. 


Until 1910, practically every ceunty hed a regular inorease in population. 
The main primary econemic facters influencing the increase were the expansion of 
cetton areages; lumbering, followed by farming of cutever lands; the development ef 
railreads, Gulf ports, and other transportation facilities; inoreasing security 
frem Mississippi River fleods in the Delta; and, especially after 1900, the drainage 
ef wet lands by canals in the Delta and in ceunties like Lee. 





The 1910 Census reported a sharp decrease in the pepulation of five River 
ceunties from Warren south. This decrease was caused by @ mass exodus from 
those counties, and a decrease in cotton acreage, after bell weevils invaded 
these counties beginning in 1907. In the next decade, more than forty ceunties 
had important declines, mainly for the same reason and also because of new 
epportunities for migration from ereded lands to the Delta, te cutover pine 
lands, and to northern industrial centers. Thus, while cotten acreage decreased 
in many counties after 1910, it increased until 1930 in the Delta and in mest 
areas where virgin timber was removed; with corresponding pepulation changes. 


A number of counties have a smaller population than in 1880. For example, 
Claiborne, Jefferson, Wilkinson, Benton, Marshall, Tate, Issaquena, and Noxubee. 
The decline has been associated with decreased employment in cotten fields and 
little lecal employment in manufacturing. On the other hand, some counties have 
several times as many people as in 1880. For example, in reund thousands for 
1880 and 1950, Bolivar 19 and 63, Sunflower 5 and 56, Washington 27 and 71, 
Quitman 1 and 26, Lauderdale 22 and 64, Neshoba 9 and 26, Coahema 14 and 49, 
Lincoln 14 and 28, Jones 4 and 57, and Harrison 8 and 84. Hinds, through growth 
ef Jacksen, has a much larger population. In 1890 the area now included in fifteen 
seutheast'longleaf pine counties had 94,000, in 1950 they had 389,000. In 1890 
ten Delta counties had 153,000, in 1950 they had 405,000. 


The expansion ef cotton production everywhere came te a stop, with acreage 
restrictions, in the early 1930's. Belivar county lost pepulation in the 1930's 
and the Delta lest heavily in the farm population by 1950. In the State, from 
1930 to 1950, farm tenants decreased from 225,617 to 129,821; farm owner families 
increased from 37,046 to 121,562; so that all farm families decreased from 
312,663 to 251,333. But the farm werk force decreased much mere: the 1950 
Census reported that 30 percent ef all farm families had mere income from other 
seurces than the gross amount of their farm marketings, a large part ef the 
“ether income" being from nonfarm work. 


In the twenty years white farm families decreased only 1,481, but Negre 


families decreased from 183,000 to 123,000. White farm familes were 47.7 per= 
cent of the total in 1920 and 54.5 percent in 1950. In the last decade State 
white pepulation increased 82,102, but Negroes decreased 36,984. However, the 
decrease in the Negro farm pepulation was several times as many as the total 
State decrease in Negrees. Negroes are moving to cities, in this state as else— 
where. 


In the last decade the rural-farm population decreased from 1,400,000 to 
1,097,000 or to 50.4 percent of the total. The increase in the nonfarm population 
lacked only about 5,000 ef being equal to the deoline in the rural-—farm population. 
So leng as the per capital income ef farm people is of the order ef $400 and that 
ef city peeple is of the order of $1,000, and more in Northera cities, the disparity 
will tend to bring about migration from farms. 


Although there are now far fewer farm workers, total output from Mississippi 
farms has considerably increased in the last twenty years. The greater productivity 
per worker is obtained by mechanization, by changins to less labor-intensive enter= 
prises, by greater use of fertilizers and the many new and effective pesticides, 
and medicines, by arranging year-reund productive employment, and by generally 
better management. Agricultural authorities believe that still greater productivity 
is possible; that in many counties farm output can be doubled er tripled so that 
farmers may earn incomes equal to those ef their counterparts in cities, as indeed 
many farmers are already doins. Thus, and also by development of industrial em= 
ployment for part-time workers, the rural populatiom may be stabilized, though 
prebably at lower numbers in many counties. 





In the last decade, only 6 ceunties of the northern 46 gained pepulation-— the 
gain was 10,7993; while the other 40 lest 96,363. Eighteen of the seuth 36 counties 
lest a total ef 25,065, but the other 18 gained 105,750. There is a clear assecia— 
tien here with the fact that the Census ef Manufactures in 1947 showed that 67 per- 
cent ef all manufacturing empleyment was in the south 36 ceunties and 52 percent 
was in the 13 counties that gained pepulatien. It is a well known faot that manu- 
facturing employment added te farming greatly increases jobs in the service industries 
and professions. Other empleyment cemesfrom fisheries, eil and natural gas preduction, 
the tevrist trade and shipping; and it is notable that these alse are mainly in 
Seuth Mississippi. 


Science, technology, and industrialization have revealed or developed resources 
and empleyment eppertunities that we did not know of until recently. In this 
time of labor scarcity and great mobility of laber, seme ceunties may lese popu= 
lation in the present decade. But not inevitably; for, to judge from what many 
ceunties have already done, every ceurty has the resources to maintain, if not te 
jmcrease, its pepulation, with jobs and incemes well up te the American standard. 
The greatestof these resources are the people; and it is most impertant te make 
efficient use ef the workers by their better occupational distribution. 


SOME IMPLICATIONS OF POPULATION CHANGES TO AGRICULTURAL ECONOMISTS 
by 


W. Ej Christian, Jr. 
Department of Agricultural Eccnemics 


Pepulation changes are important to Agricultural Ecenomists frem two stand- 
peints; First, the effect these changes will have upen the demand for farm preducts 
and second, the effect of these changes upen the preduoction pattern within agri-e 
culture. 


The population changes which are most important frem the standpoint of avail- 
able markets for agricultural preducts can alse be divided into the changes in 
tetal population and the changes in the distribution ef the pepulation beth gee- 
graphically and eccupationally. Generally speaking, increases in the urban popu- 
lation, whether a result eof inorease in total populatien or a shift in the distri- 
butien between rural and urban pepulation, has a much greater effect on the market 
demand for agricultural preducts than does an increase in the rural pepulation. 


Mest students of the eoonemic preblems ef the Seuthern agriculture have cenceded 
that gemerally there was “tee much” labor in agriculture relative to the ether 
facters of preductien. It has been the assumption ef many that if labor ceuld be 
meved eut ef agriculture and inte nen-agricultural employment, this weuld increase 
the efficiency of agricultural werkers and at the same time increase the market 
demand fer agricultural preducts, beth elements contributing toe higher agricultural 
incemes. This certainly seems te at least have been the philesephy ef such pregrams 
as the BAWI program. There are seme evidences that higher agricultural inoemes in 
an area de net necessarily follew frem an increase in the nen—farm empleyment ef the 
area. 


Seme werk ef Dr. Derethy Dickins has indicated that as people shift frem farm 
empleyment to non-farm empleyment the pepulatien of the farm greup dees not always 
change the cembination ef facters ef preduotien se as te increase the efficiency of 
farm labor in any substartial degree. There is an intense interest in this field 
ef eceromic study in the Seuth at present. Many ecenemists are vitally interested 





is an explanation ef why seme areas can take advantage ef nen-farm empleyment 
eppertunities and make substantial gain in economic pregress within agriculture 
while ether areas which have similar eppertunities seem never to take advantage 
ef them. Several hypothesis have been advanced in explanatien ef these cendi~ 
tiens, mene ef which have been adequately tested. The explanatien prebably lies 
partly in the ability ef the people left on the farm te adept technelegical 
innevatiens, partly in the degree te which the inflow ef capital into agriculture 
is stimulated by the industrial development, partly in the develepment ef leader= 
ship in the area at the right time and in the right direction, and partly in the 
development ef the marketing structure in the area. 


I weuld like to elaberate very briefly on the hypethesis that economic 
pregress within agriculture is affected by the marketing structure. Even theugh 
a decrease in relative preportion ef rural to urban pepulation may mean an ine 
oreased market demand for agricultural preducts, it is far from certain as te 
the effects on the market demand fer lecally preduced agricultural products. 
The Agricultural Ecenomics Department and the Heme Econemics Department have a 
prepesed preject fer next year which weuld deal with this question. Seme of the 
werk already done in both departments indicates that increase in the nen-farm 
empleyment does net necessarily mean increased markets for lecal agricultural 
preducts. We have found seme evidence ef this situatien in the marketing ef eggs 
in particular, It is our hypethesis in this preposed study that in seme cases as 
industrialization takes place the increased demand for farm preducts, particularly 
foed products, is supplied frem eutside the area. The marketing structure develops 
in such a way that it enceurages the handling of these preducts threugh certain 
channels — namely: the retailer purchasing from wholesaler who purchases from 
large assemblers in high cemmercial areas. Therefore, it becomes difficult fer 
lecal preducers preducing in small quantities to break inte the marketing channels. 
Unless some steps are taken te concentrate production ameng preducers se as to 
make it pessible to assemble fairly large volumes ef products at one point, the 
lecal preducer may never be able te take advantage ef the increase in demand 
resulting frem industrializatien. These are only seme of the highlight areas 
where pepulatien trends have very impertant implicatiens fer Agricultural Ecene- 
mists. Many ethers could be enumerated. 





THE ENGINEER'S VIEWPOINT 


(Centinued frem Page 6) 


It may be impossible te accemplish the abeve because ef time, fer te 
practice reasening would require presentation and defense by individual students. 
The fermal lecture methed cannet serve because ef student refusal te participate 
ether than passively. 


That semething vital is missing in sur educational pregram is indicated 
by a letter written by a cellege senier te the Cemmercial Appeal in which he 
accuses Ccellege graduates, Ph D's and generals of aspiring te rule rather than 
te lead. 


A cenversation everheard between two students is alse indicative. The 
first asked, “What are yeu getting eut ef Dr. A's ceurse?"® The materialistic 
answer was, “A 'B*,® 





fhe Christian Interpretation of History 


by 
Fred W. Neal 
Professor of Philosophy end Religion 
Mississippi State College 


Men teday are leeking fer meaniag in the historical precess as pessibly 
they have never dene befere. The awareness has ceme with suddea swiftness that 
the prephets ef eur era may be right--—that we are experiencing the decay of Wes— 
tern Culture; that with the ferces of pover at eur dispesal we may experience the 
destruotien ef civilization itself. “e de net have the jitters we had a few years 
ago wher the aweseme fact of atemic pewer first burst upen a werld tetally un- 
prepared te meet it and tern apart in ideological struggle. But we de have the 
deadening realizatien that we are in a severe orisis. Men search fer histerical 
meaning in times ef crisis. 


Men whe had put their trust in intelleotual and soientific’ pregress based eon 
the ratienal pewers ef man were shocked to fiad the mest intellectual and scienti- 
fic matien in the werld start a pregram 6f ruthless world cenquest in behalf of 
Kultur. We fought te save the werld fer democracy. Men still helding te their 
security in the “cemmen decencies® ef mankind ceuld net at first take the per— 
version ef truth and merais urnder Hitler serieusly. Even a communist writer ceuld 
state in 1941 "To imagine fer a mement the pessibility ef Hitler's victery 
meant te fereso all reasen; if it were ts happen, then there weuld be no truth, 
legic, ner light in the develepment ef humana society; only chaes, darkness and 
lunacy.® We fought te preserve eur freedoms. We face the same perversion ef 
truth and merals in the, current werld struggle. Yet the seourities ef universal 
truth and morality and rationality were a birthright frem eur fathers leng since 
seld fer the relativism, secularism and materialism of eur ewn medes ef thinking. 
We live in one werld militarily speaking, fer the brute effects of pewer conflict 
teuoh us alls but strong ferces fer werld unity are not available te us and we 
find eurselves divided inte separate worlds having discerdant ideas, purpeses, val- 
ues. 


Te search for histerical meaning thus demands not the further delineation ef 
the histeries of men in their varying units, but universal hKistery--a history ef 
mankind. Paul Tillich states the preblen succinctlye* °It is hard to speak ef 
the histery while most histerical precesses remained separated and largely inde— 
pendent of each other. It is just in eur peried that mankind as such begins te 
be the subject of history...{2ad then) ozly in military and diplomatic terms, 

Up te new history has been ca¥yried by groups of natiens, centinental er cultural 
units separated from ethers. ‘And even teday, when mankind has become the subject 
ef histery, this happens through werld wars ind leads te a split which separates 
the masses of both greups radically frereach other.® 





1 
Anderson, B. Io, Rediscevering the Bible, Asseciation Press, New Yerk (1951), 
queting frem Martin Wright in The Scumernical Review, Vel. I (1948), pe 376 
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Tillich, Paul, "Victery in Defeat,® Interpretation, Vel. VI, New lo, (1952), pe 20. 
Transpesition ef a later sentence inte the midst of the quetatien fer sake of 
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Tillich states further: 


The present situatien of Christianity and the werld makes 

a Christian interpretation ef histery imperative. Since 

the first half of the nineteenth century and definitively 

in the twentieth, cenditions have radically changed. The 
transcedent unity of church and werld in the Middle Ages, 
the rational unity of modern seciety in the peried ef the 
Enlightenment, ne longer exist. Maa's histerical existence 
is threatened, its rational unity is split, its transcendent 
unity is gone. The questien ef history cam ne lenger be 
aveided by philesephy and theolegy. It has become a central 
human cencern, whether it is expressed in secular er religious 
terms ."3 


Biblical Christian faith is uniquely able te give such a sirunoture ef univer- 
sal histery, beth as a seurce of the historical perspective itself, and frem the 
significant depth ef its understanding ef the nature and destiny of man. 


Strictly speaking there is ne Christian philesephy or philesephy ef histery. 
Christian faith dees net start with self-evident truths, er abstractions frem 
human experience te arrive at universal principles ef the widest generality. 
Christian faith declares that human histery has meaning, because this meaning has 
been revealed (disclesed) im a series ef concrete events in time culminating in 
ene unique event-—the life, death, resurrection of Jesus Christ. "Ged, whe at 
sundry times and in diverse manners spake in time past unte the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days speken unte us by his Sen." (Hebrews 1:1) Fer 

hristian faith, Jesus Christ is the central event ef histery-—the pivetal peint 
frem which all other histerical events derive their meaning and which divides all 
histerical time inte B.C. and Anne Demini. Jesus Christ is declared the clue te 
histery——net enly te Hebrew histery which is anticipatery te the central event, 
but te all subsequent histery threugh the Church-—the unique cemmunity which as 
bearer ef the meaning is the active participant in the mevemeat ef histery te its 
purpesed end. Jesus Christ is alse the clue to all histeries ef all peeples, 
and te werld histery. As Tillich states it in relatien te the Christian mission 
enterprise, : 


In the midst ef Christendem and everywhere eutside 
it there are groups which never have experienced 
the ‘center ef histery," fer whom this peint is 
still in the future. It is the function ef Chris— 
tian missiers te evercome this situation and te 
bring all mankind into centact with the center of 
histery. fherefere, missiens presuppese and spread 
a Christian interpretation of histery. In the 
missienary enterprise, interior and exterier, the 
histerical censcieusness ef Christianity finds a 
practical expressien. Missiens are dependent on a 
Christian interpretation ef histery and cenversely. 
Missiens trausferm the peried ef preparation inte 

@® peried ef reception. 


If, strictly speaking, there is no Christian philesephy ef histery, Biblical 
faith (as a main strand in the fermatien ef ‘estern culture) has been largely 





3 
Tillich, ep. cit., p. 18. 
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respeusible fer the histerical thinking ef esterm man. One of the distinguishing 
marks ef Western culture frem all ether cultures is its histerical mode ef theught. 
It is net necessary te labor the anti-histerical censcieusness ef eriental cultures 
where the world ef time and space is illusien, deveid ef ultimate meaning. Ner is 
it mecessary to de mere than note and illustrate the anti~histerical character ef 
Graece—-Reman cyclical theeries ef histery in contrast te the Christian linear 
cenceptien ef histery. These have been delineated eften. 


Paul Tillich effers a ceustructive typelegy ef histerical interpretatien by 
placing the theeries inte twe types: The nen—histerical type in which histery is 
interpreted threugh mature predeminantly by the categery ef space; the historical 
type in which histery is interpreted through itself predeminaatly by the category 
ef time.> These two types are intermixed, but the difference in structure is 
evident. In nature, time is renetitieus. it gees threugh endless cycles. “hat 
is parameunt is net mevement and directien and purpese, but structures, classes, 
types. here is ne expectation ef a future. This special type ef histery if 
illustrated by histeries which revelve areund the family, clan, racial, and 
geographical erbits-—the histeries ef bleed aud seil. James Nichels illustrates 
this as fellews, 


There is no histerical develepment ef the family 
the bielegical unit. There are the changes ef 
birth, marriage, death, ef friends and enemies. 
But enly the acters change, the pattern of rela- 
tiens with seme slight qualificatien, remains the 
samee 


The simplest illustratien ef the difference between spacial and histerical time is 
the difference between watching a cleck and watching a movie. 4+ime on the face ef 
a cleck is a movement ef endless cycles as the hands travel threugh space back te 
their starting peint —- a slew, tedieus, pessibly meaningless thing. *ime in a 
feed mevie is a fast and thrilling adventure as we meve frem beginning te end, / 


Greek histeriegraphy had ne expectation ef a future. 


Thucydides wrete his little study ef the Pelepennesian 
waras a manual fer future statesman, fer the future 
"must resemble if it dees not reflect it.” Just se 
Marcus Aurelius frequently noted in his diary the re— 
flectien that history is like a theatrical performance 
in which the cempany is suffering ceatinual replacement, 
but the play is always the same. Any man ef ferty whe 
has kept his eyes epen has learned all there is te learn 
ef histery er the future. 


Augustine, as the first great Christian interpreter ef histery saw the distinct 
eppesition ef Christian te Greek cyclical theeries ef histery. Histery te Augus- 
tine was a lineal precess ef past, present, and future, ef umique human events 
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Tillich, P., “Histerical and Nenhisterical Interpretations ef History, a cempari- 
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Nichels, James Hastings, “Church Histery and Secular Histery,” in Church Histery, 
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leading te an ultimate destiny. The scientifio, ratienal spirit ef Nestern man is 
the gift ef the Greeks. But the dynamic ef dJestern culture has been its histerical 
censcieusness, its sense ef destiny—-a gift of Biblical Faith. 


Net only was the Biblical histerical censcieusness inherited by Western 
histerical mements, but eften the fermal structure and sometimes material content 
as well. Nichelis vividly illustrates the geint in relation te the theught ef 
Macauley, Treitschke, Michelet, and Ranke. Carl Becker has peinted eut the strik-. 
ing resemblance to Christian themes ef the ideas ef the Enlightenment philesephers 
in his book, The Heavenly City ef the Bighteezth Century Philesephers. e striking 
is the resemblance in Cemuaist theught that the Cemmunist theery ef history has 
eften been called a Christian heresy. 





Ne ene needs te laber in these days the Judaeeo— 
Christian pattern of the Marxist view of histery 

with its primitive Eden, its fall inte expleita— 

tion and class strife, its wanderings in the wilder= 
ness led by the irresistible “dialectic” uatil 

rescued by its messianio preletariat te the new 
Jerusalem ef restered humanity. The fighting phile- 
sephies ef the modern secular and pagan states are 

all profeundly indebted te church histery, net merely 
in their fermal structure but in the content ef their 
secial ideals, indebted unmistakably in varieus degrees 
and fashiens te the liberty, brefberheed, and humanity 
ef the Christian mam and church. 


It is probably true that any linear cenoeption ef histery, te have a sense 
ef histery at all, must have 2 beginning and am end, and seme center eof meaning, 
a histeriocal oemmunity in which, the values ef its histerical destiny are cemmuni- 
cated, shared and fensht fer. The Biblical faith is intimately cennected 
with the fact ef histerical censcieusness itself. 


Ne distinctien has as yet been made between a Christian interpretation ef 
history aad an interpretation ef histery based en 3iblical faith. New a dis-— 
timctien is necessary. There is not ene Christian iuterpretatien ef history 
but many. Hew shall we jycge the eoclesiastically eriented theelegy ef history ef 


an Augustine, Oresius, er Otte ef Freising? as ever against the sectarian 
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"The exit frem Egypt was the center ef the Jewish histery; the establishment ef 
the Republic was the certer ef the. Reman history; the Revelutienary War was the 
center ef the American histery. Ia the same way, but im a mere universal per~ 
spective, the rise ef the beurdeeisie and its ratienal prirzciples wes the ceater 
ef histery fer a2 democratic interpretatiea of histery, and the rise ef the pre- 
letariat and its egalitarian principles was the center ef ha stery for a secialist 
interpretation ef histery." Tillich, ep. cite, pe 21. :,' _- 
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interpretation ef say Joachim of Fiere??© or hew shall we judge medern inter— 
pretations ef histery ef the optimistic pregress thinkers ef the liberal scheel 
such as Shirley Jackson Case!’ er Shailler Matthews,13 or the empirically eriented 
jaterpretatien of Henry Nelden Veiman,19 as ever against the interpretatiens ef 
Reinheld Niebuhr29 er of Paul Tillich?1 How shall we deal with the Vhristian 
existentialist whe has ne cenception ef continuous precess but enly the decisive 
mement, er the mystic whe leaves the werld ts seek fer the mystic unier with the 
divine, er these evangelical Pretestants wue leek enly fer the salvatien ef indi- 
vidual seuls with a calm disregard fer the world. All te a greater or lesser 
degree speak within a Christian frame ef faith. Hew shall we cheese ene which 

is nermative? 


H. Richard Niebuhr in Christ and Culture points eut five distinct peints ef 
view ef the relation ef Christian faith te the histerical process from the 
werld-denying greup which see Christ in eppesitien te culture te the greup which 
declares the fundamental agreement ef Christ with the culture.*@ ‘illich peints 
te a2 divergence in Christian histerical perspective between the ocenservative, 
ecclesiastical ferm represented by Augustine and the revelutienary sectarian 
ferm represented by Joachim ef Fiere. 





Whenever a prephetio understanding ef the meaning ef the 
Christian message became theslegically fermulated, the 
church leaders disavewed it. They were afraid that the 
emphasis on the future which is essential te a prephetic 
interpretatien ef history weuld undermine the emphasis on 
the present hierarchical system which, as they assumed, 
represents the last stage, the end ef histery. ‘the 
third stage, the last empire, the 1000 years, the 

reign ef Christ, has already come upen us, declares 
Augustine against all millenarian mevement. Christ 
reigns threugh the hierarchy and its sacramental 

graces. Nething essentially new beyond this situa— 

tien can be expected. Therefore it was the sectarian 
mevements which, in their pretests against the hier= 
archical church, represented the prephetic spirit and 
develeped a dynamic interpretation ef histery.*°3 


Frem this peint ef view histery has already reached its 
last period. Nothing really new can be expected befere 
the end ef histery aud nature...there is ne histerical 
geal befere us frem which the critique csuld be lauxched. 
The expectatier ef histery. A nenhisterical element has 
penetrated into the Christian interpretatiea ef histery 
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threugh the elimination ef chiliasm. This elemeat was 
streng erneugh te devaluate histerioal activity and the 
struggle fer secial justice and te separate the individual 
destiny frem that ef the werld.24 


This is prebably sufficient te shew the multifarieus nature ef Christian inter- 
pretatienrs ef histery. 


Te make a cheice between such Christian perspectives and declare it nermative, 
er te censtruct seme new interpretatien, is to make a persenal cenfessien of faith. 
There is ne ebjective standpeint frem which a man can interpret histery. Ia- 
velvemeat and participatien in the precess is necessary te the interpretation ef 
histery. “We must decide where we will take eur stand, and eur decisien must be 
made in faith."2° 


On the ether hand, there is semething normative abeut the Biblical recerd 
fer a Christian Interpretatien ef histery. Christians affirm that the ultimate 
meaning of histery has been made manifest in histery and is recerded in The 
Beek. A411 Christian interpretations ef histery must perferce start from there. 
Ne matter what weight is given te the traditions im the church, they caxrnet de~ 
liberately centradict the meaning of scripture. Ne matter hew many variant or 
even perverse interpretatierns there may be ef the Biblioal Recerd itself, the 
Recerd has an objective character ef cencrete events happening in a concrete 
place and at a concrete time which cannet de aveided. Te this ebjective fact 
all Christian historical interpretations must defer. hus it is te the Biblical 
reoerd that we must tura as the indispensable seurce frem which a Christian 
Interpretation of histery must emerge. hen we must turn te the understanding ef 
the Church--the cemmunity which interprets the Biblical meaning te the werld 
and which is chief participant in the precess ef histery itself, 


One mere qualificatien. There is ne deubdt that there are varying interpre- 
tatiens ef histery in the Biblical recerd itself. The mast ebvieus case in 
illustratien weuld be Ecclesiastes 1:1-11; 9:26, where the Greek oyclical type ef 
histerioal thinking is parameunt. “The thing that hath been, it is that which 
shall be; and that which is dene, that which shall be alse expressed in the early 
racial, geegraphical, tribal, natienalistic cenceptions eof the Hebrews, The New 
Testament is se expectant ef the end ef the werld that it cannet cencera itself 
with the ebjeotive, empirical werld. Yet, the unity ef the estire Biblical re- 
cerd is its Heils<seschichte-er sacred history. It is the Bible written frem the 
viewpeint ef Hebrew prephetism. Frem the freat prephetic creatien stery in 
Genesis te the vision ef the heavenly Jerusalem in the Apecalypse ef Jehn, histery 
is ef ene piece--the story ef Ged's severign action and man's free respense. 





’ The Old Testament begins with the magnificent and reseunding phrases ef the 
priestly acceunt ef creatien, and in the second chapter with the independent and 
earlier prephetic acceunt ef creatien: beth prefeund statements ef the meaning 
aad mystery ef natural and human erigins. Lut the Hebrew understanding ef life 
did net start there. It started in the stream ef their histerical experience. 
The Hebrews were a peculiarly histerically-censcieus peeple. Tneir cenception eof 
the nature ef man and histery and nature came frem the particular events of their 
ewn histery, fer in these the severeign Ged had spoken and aoted decisively. 


Mere particularly, the deliverance ef the Hebrews frem bendage in Egypt and 
their cheice as ® nation ef special destiny was the starting peint ef their 
thinking. ‘his was the ceater ef their histery. "I am the Lerda Thy Ged whe brevught 
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yeu up eut ef the land of Egypt.” related te an evext which they ceuld never 
ferget, for it was the olue te their existence. It signified fer the Hebrews 
what the cress signifies fer Christians. From that fecal peint they reached back 
te the questien ef origins and ferward to the questien ef ultimate destiny. The 
Werd ef Ged which came te the prepnets was the same Tord which illumined and 

gave meaning te the epics ef oral traditien whioh had been handed dewn te them ef 
their creation. The Werd ef “ed which came te the prephets was the Nerd which 
peinted to the ultimate deliverance of Ged's chesen peeple, and the cemplete 
transfermation ef nature and histery in Ged‘s coming Kingdem. 


The eternal law which the Greeks saw emedied in the 
regular mevement ef the visible heavens was manifested 
te the Jews in the vicissitudes ef their history. God 
c2lled Abraham from Ur; he braught up Isr2el out ef 
Egypt; he gave the law at Sinai; he raised up David te 

be King; he punished his people by the red ef Assyria 

and Babylen; he redeemed them by the hand ef Cyrus the 
Persian, And, most amazing, the strength ef this faith 
in a divine moral purpsse in histery rese te a climax 
just when all empirical evidence was against it. When 
the Assyrian werld pewer conquered the Near East, the 
prephets saw in the material ruin ef Israel not a preef 
ef the pewerlessness of Jahweh but an indirect manifesta— 
tion ef his universal pewer... The very calsmaties of 
their natienal histery strenithened and enlarged the 
prephetic faith in the sovereignty ef the divine purpose; 
Fer He whe sets empires in motion fer judgment ceuld use 
them fer deliverance as well.’ 


The severeignty ef Sed furnished the framewerk ef the Biblical interpretation 
ef histery.2 There was ene universe, sne mankind, ene histery, one severeign 
Ged. ‘ars, exile, bondage and the cemplex events of human existence were no 
haphazard events. Behind them was a mighty purpese at work, the purpese of the 
severeign Ged “whe stretched eut the heavens like a tent" and befere whom the 
®uatiens are like a drep frem a bucket." Here was cenfrented the inescapable 
limitatien to the pretensions of men and natiens. 


For my theughts are not yeur theughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the Lerd. fer as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, se are 
my ways higher than yeur ways and my theughts 
than yeur theughts. (Isaiah 55: 3-9 


But the mystery ef Ged's severeignty was net only made manifest in his judgment 
en mem and nations, but by his grace. Ged had freely chesen his people Israel 

as a bearer of his revelation te mankind, and entered into covenant relatiens with 
them.*9 The history ef Israel was interpreted as a history ef the breaking and 
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renewal ef cevenants,. The cevenant was one ef clearly specified relations ef Ged 
te men, men te Ged and men te men. Thus was established the religieus and meral 
Cemmunity which participated in the meaning and action ef Ged in histery. The 
Cevenant relatienship did net guarantee special privilege, but required rather 
Special respensibility. Ged punished and might even destrey his chesen but 
rebellieus peeple.20 In the suffering of the righteeus remnant whe remained faith— 
ful te the cevenant were the tragedies ef Israel lifted te their highest meaning—— 
that ef vicarieus suffering. “For eur welfare was he chastized.” “The Lerd made 
te fall upem him the guilt ef us a11." (Isaiah 53) "I have kept yeu and have made 
yeu 2 pledge te the peeple, a light te the nations in epening blind eyes, in 
bringing priseners eut ef the dungeen.” (Isaiah 42: 6—7 


Frem the meaning of histery as seen in concrete revelatery events came the 
ultimate meaning ef nature. This meaning was disclesed in the interpretatien ef 
oreatien in Genesis and develeped in the Old Testament, particularly Psalm 104 and 
in Isaiah. If the ceurse ef histery was net self-explanatery but the bearer with— 
in it ef transcendent meaning threugh faith, neither was the werld ef nature self— 
explanatery but the consequence ef the creative aoctien ef Ged. Christian theelegy 
was te specify this clearly at a later time with its dectrine ef creation eut ef 
mething. Even the realm ef nature expressed the severiegnty ef Ged. 


As a creation ef Ged the realm ef nature was geed and net the seurce ef evil. 
The evil structures ef human histery ceuld net be blamed upen natural precess. 
Niebuhr peints eut that neither Hebrew ner Christian faith ceoucerns itself te any 
extent with natural evil. 


The inceherencies and confusiens, usually defined 

as “natural evil” are net the chief cencern ef 
Christian faith. Natural evil represents the failure 
ef nature's precess te cenferm perfectly te human ends. 
It is the censequence ef man's ambigueus pesition in 
nature, As a creature ef nature he is subject te 
mecessities and centingencies which may be cempletely 
irrelevant te the wider purpeses, interests, and ambi- 
tiens wajeh he cenceives and elaberates as creative 
spirit. 


The Hebrews accepted the fact ef evil and man's respensibility fer it beldly 
and realistically. Evil, beth in individual and secial ferm was the result ef the 
abuse ef man's freedem——a cerruption at the very peint ef man's greatness, and the 
peint ef his creative transcendence ever nature. Niebuhr analyzes it deeply and 
prefeundly. Evil is sin, rebeliiorn against Ged, the attempt in pride te set up a 
center ef leyalty ether than Ged. 


Thus the same freedom which gives humarm life a 
creative pewer not pessessed by the other creatures, 
alse endows it with destructive pessibilities net 
knewn in nature. The twomfeld pessibility ef creati- 
vity and destruction im human freedem acceunts for 
the grewth ef beth ges and evil threugh the exten— 
Sien ef human pewers. 2 
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The universal histerical perspective ef Hebrew (and Biblical) faith steed therefere 

ever every limited histerical perspective—-even that ef the Jews themselves——whether 
ef natien, race, class. Fer these were seen as rebellion against the divine sever-— 

eigaty, an idelatreus leyalty, aad deemed to divine judgment. 


The Hebrew histerical perspective alse leeked ferward te a Messianic age te 
be ushered in by divime actien, where final judgment weuld be preneunced and in which 
the purpeses ef Ged weuld be fulfilled. "Natien shall net lift up sword against 
matien; neither shall they learn war any mere.” It was the messianic expectation, 
grewing in intensity as the natienal hepes of the Jews were inoreasingly frustrated, 
which gave Hebrew histerical theught its pecujiar dynamic. Its mede ef theught 
was ferward——a thrust te the future. And the twin censequences of judgment and of 
fulfillment in the Messianio age dave the future its particular nete ef anticipatien 
and responsibility. 


Christian faith, emerging eut ef the matrix ef Old Testament faith, saw the 
fulfillment ef the Old Testament messianic hepe and a new center ef histery in Jesus 
Christ. The same themes ef creatien, judjment and redemptien were manifested with 
Clarity and finality in this unique revelatory event. Jesus Christ had revealed 
aad expressed the very nature ef the sovereign God as agape--saorificial redemptive 
leve. With the unique event (Jesus Christ) came the creatien ef a “New Israel", the 
new cemmunity ef faith in which the meaning ef the central event and the redemptive 
actien ef Ged in histery was made manifesto 


With this event had ceme the censumatien and fulfillment ef histery. God 
himself had taken the initiative and in his severeignty had everceme the rebellion 
ef man's pride by the cress. “Ged was in Christ recenciling the werld unte himself.™ 
Whether the Christian decttine ef atenement is interpreted in classical fern—— 
viotery ever sin and death; ferensic ferm——the vindicatiern ef divine righteousness; 
er meral influence ferm—-the persuasive pewer ef Ged's leve, the event was decisive. 
The suffering ef the cress was a symbel of victery. Niebuhr (queting Paul) states 
the issue thus. 


Whatever may happen in subsequent ages, nething 
ean ecour which will shake the faith of a true 
believer in Ged's severeignty over all histery. 
He is persuaded, that neither death, ner life, 
mor angels, nor principalities, ner pewers..ner 
height, ner depth, ner any other creature shall 
be able te separate us from the Lexs ef Ged, 
which is in Christ Jesus eur Lerd. 


Or as Dan Williams expresses it in a mere medern form, 


We knew that we live as sinners in secial 
structures and spiritual climates which 
.Cerrupt eur seuls, and which plunge us 
teward horrible catastrephe. But we knew 
alse that these pewers have not the last 
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werd. They can be breken. They have 
been expesed threugh the revgja tion 
culminating in Jesus Christ. 


But the decisive battles ef a war are net always the last enes. The issue 
ef victery er defeat may be settled befere the end ef the cenflict, but the battle 
Centinues. New Testament faith is seen in the centext ef a vivid eschatalegical 
hepe. It leeks te an ultim.te transfermatien and fulfillment ef histery in the 
Kingdem ef Ged. 


The Kingdem ef Ged has a dual meaning fer the interpretatien ef histery. 
Dan Williams says, 


Ged's Kingdom is always present in histery 

fer it is His assertien ef His leve with 
pewer. It has ceme ameng us in Jesus Christ, 
whese reign is Ged‘'s reign. But the Kingdom 
ef Ged is alse a symbel for the fulfillment ef 
leve in all things. Thate...is an eschatalegical 
cencept. It symbelizes an ultimate victery we 36 
can knew enly 48 premise and share enly in hepe. 


Tillioh states the same divergence. 


“The symbel 'Kingdem ef Ged" has beth dynamic and static elements. It 
werks and strugiles in history and it is the eternal fulfillment beyend histery. 
In colorful images the Bible describes the battles between the demenic kingdem and 
the kingdem ef Ged. Altheugh the final victery ef the divine kingdem is guaranteed, 
the battle is serieus and these whe participate in it are by ne means certain abeut 
the eutcome. They experience centinueus defeats and need the prephetic and apestelio 
werd ef assurance and promise...The Kingdem ef Ged is fighting in histery and 
victerieus abeve histery. It is beth immanent and transcendent. In its histerical 
appearance it is always ambigueus searing between defeat and victery; its ultimate 
viotery is hidden under its ambiguity, an ebject ef one and hepe, but net ef 
evidence. And this will be se as leng as histery lasts."37 


Thus in the Christian interpretatien ef histery, the perplexities and cen— 
flicts ef the histerical precess are net everceme in histery. It effers no facile 
Selution te the meaning of life, ner escape frem the crucial decisiens er tragedies 
ef humn existence, But it dees effer the medern werld a2 supreme centext fer its 
answer te historical meaning, fer ultimate meaning is believed te have been ex— 
pressed in the histerical precess itself, and it peints te a “divine activity 
which driyes everything tewards its pessible fulfillment in spite ef centinueus 
defeats.* 98 


A definitive Christian interpretation of histery cemparable te that ef 
Augustine, which ruled the mind ef man for a thousand years and still inferms the 
intelleotual scene, has net yet been fermed. One is drastically needed te grasp 
and te unify men's minds and te inspire their cemmen leyality. The elder inter— 
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pretatiens have lest their immediate relevance, and the mest recent wide-spread 
pattern ef Christian histerical theught--the liberal progress type ef thinking-—— 
has been tee facile 2 selutien te the human situation te cepe with the dynamics 
ef medern seciety, with its ideelegical ceaflict ef faiths. 


One may be emerging in the increasing contemporary cencern for histerical 
meaning. The signs are good. It was first apparent in the Biblical theelesians 
ef the continent who with all the results ef Biblical criticism at hand began te 
see and peint cut the unity ef the Biblical prephetic perspective. Then appeared 
the inoreasins number ef Christian interpretations of histery published in recent 
times, In the dialectic between the variant schoels ef thought-—the unrepentent 
liberals, nec-orthadex and neo-naturalistic, te mentien three ef the mest cen- 
structive--increasing understanding has already emerged. 


If the Christian interpretation of histery fer eur day is te combat 
effectively the cempetins idelatreus interpretations of histery teday, certain 
facets of Biblical faith must be emphasized. The interpretatiea must arise frem 
histery and relate relevantly te the histerical precess, 


1. Am individualistic er static view of histery where the only answer te 
histery is te abstract individuals frem histery will ust de. This will auly feed 
the charge ef ebscurantism levied by the cemmunists and preve weak against the 
dynamics ef cemmunist theery. The Christian is a citizen ef twe werlds--this one 
and anether, but his orientation te the eternal world gives him a dynanic perspec= 
tive frem which to judge and make his decisiens in this werld. 


2. The revelatory events of histery must net be completely discontinuous 
frem history. If Ged acts in histery, he acts in the area of human experience and 
the action can be specified and clarified. If there was a2 fulness of time when 
Ged's sen came, the incarnatien canuet be discontinueus with histery. Rebert Fitch 
in a stimulatin’ and appreciative criticism ef Niebuhr's interpretation of histery 
puts the matter bluntly: 


But surely Christianity is the mest empirical 

ef all relifsiens. Frem one point ef view, the 
Hebrew Christian sense and taste fer the reality 
of histery and of experience are just what set 
eff this relijsioeus tradigion frem ether great 
religions in the werld. 


It is a matter ef the utmost theelogical imper— 

tance whether the Christ is te be understeod as 
appearing em the scene as a sort of deus ex machina, 
witheut legical relationship te the onsgeing human 
crama, er whether the Jesus sf history emerges as 

the protagonist sut of the matrix of precedent events 
and continues as a sisnificantly creative ferce in all 
that fellews,. 


3. If Ged is creator and redeemer as well as judge, the eperation of his 
Grace must alse be snecifiable in human history. This is manifestly a difficult 
task. It will be readily admitted that the antinomies of history will net be 
everceme in time. The fulfillment ef the Kingdem does not eccur in time. But 
the Werd ef Biblical faith is net sne of judgment alone but one of Grace. 
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Queting Fitoh again, 


We shall insist that a part ef the truth 

ef Christianity is the revelation ef a 
pesitive structure ef geod in histery. 

If the Christian imterpretatien ef histery 
a@iffers frem the seoular in stressing the — 
ultimate character ef sin, it must alse differ 
frem the seoular in styessing the ultimate 
Character ef the geod, '~ 


Dan Williams, seeking an alternative te liberal and nee~erthedex interpretations 
ef histery, develeps this then brilliantly in Ged's Grace and Man's Hepe, If 
there is ne structure ef geed at werk in histery, it is hard te see the reality 
ef the Churoh. 





4. The living cemmunity ef Ged——the Church—must net be identified with 
any ef the secular er religieus institutions ef man, Here lies the pewer and 
reality ef the prophetic ceaceptiern ef the Churche ‘The means ef grace may be 
Cerrupted-—-an insight the Old Testament Prephets testified te with vehemence 
and clarity. 


It is indeed premised that the gates ef hell 
shall not prevail against the church; but the 
ohurch which has that security cannet be any 
partioular church with all ef its histeric ad- 
mixtures ef the grace ef Christ and the pride 
ef natiens and cultures, The secure church is 
precisely that cemmunity ef saints, knewn and 
unknewn, ameng whem life is constantly trans— 
fermed because it is always under the divine 
werd, 
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ACT IVITI“S 


Dr. Williams of Regional Board Inspects Facilities 


Dr. Kenneth Re Williams, the Seuthern Regienal Educatien Beard's censultant 
fer university-agency relatiens, visited Mississippi State Cellege May 9 and 10. 
The purpese ef Dr. Williams' wisit was te secure fer the board mere infermatien 
regarding advanced graduate and prefessjenal educatien pregrams uader. way at Missise 
sippi State Cellege. He studied these areas ef advanced research and education 
which might be strengthened er developed fer regional service during the next few 
years. 

A special cenference met in the President's Cenference Reem at 10:20 aeme, 
May 9 fer the purpese ef hearing Dr. Kenneth Ro Williams review the interest ef 
the Beard in advanced Sraduate and prefessienal educatienal pregrams. In additien 
te members ef the Graduate Ceuncil, the fellewing members ef the Mississippi State 
Cellege staff were presext; Dr. Hareld F. Kaufman, Dr. August Raspet, Dr. Ben Me 
Wefferd, Dr. T. A. Kelley, Dr. G. Ke Parris, Dr. L. © Behr, Dr. W. B. Andrews, 

Dr. Re E. Hutchins, Dre Le. Ne. Wise, Dr. De. Ro Roark, Dr. B. F. Barrentine, Dr. R. 
Je Saville, Prefesser W, S. Andersen, Prefessor Le B. Gaither, Mr. D. E. Thempsen, 
Prefesser H. Pe Neal, and Prefesser F. S,. Edwards. Mr. Gaither served as recerder 
and his acceunt ef the preceedings is given here. Dean Drennen presided, eutlined 
the pregram fer Dr. Williams' visit, and then intreduced the guest. 

Dr.Williams indicated that the purpeses of his visit are (1) te familiarize 
the institutien with the Seutherm Regienal Educatien Beard's interest in graduate 
pregrams and (2) te beceme acquainted with areas ef excellence in institutienal 
graduate pregrams which are ef regienal significance. After he reviewed the con— 
tractual pregram in veterinary science, medicine, secial work, and nursing, Dre 
Williams traced the backgreund ef the Beard's interest in impreving graduate pre— 
grams in ether areas. He peinted eut that several cenferences had been held which 
cenucluded that the contractual pregram ef the Board was net a feasible means of 
achieving the new ebjectives ef identifying areas ef excellence in institutienal 
graduate pregrams and ef lending suppert fer recognition and mere adequate finan— 
Cial backing. It was deemed unwise te step inte the accreditatien field because 
mumereus regienal and prefessienal erganizations accredit scheels or programs. 
Hewever, it was felt that institutiens which had built up cempetencies in certain 
fields sheuld receive enceuragement threugh recegnition ef their significance fer 
meeting regienal needs. Seme institutiens have facilities te serve far mere grad— 
uate students than they enrell while graduate students in other states enceunter 
difficulties in ebtaining desired training. Regional pregrams have ne values in 
and ef themselves. Their significance is threugh impreving the quality ef the 
iustitutienal pregrams er by making existing facilities available te mere students. 

The varieus cenferences have develeped the fellewing principles and precedures 
fer develeping regional pregrams; (1) make centracts fer services such as new being 
empleyed in the areas ef veterinary medicine and medicine; (2) identify areas ef 
distinotien ameng several iustitutiens which have complementary facilities that 
can be peeled to previde a geed pregram, (Fer example, the Universities of Alabama, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky sponser a jeint pregram fer training public administraters 
im ceeperation with T, V, A. and state agencies); (3) identify institutions which 
have several cemplete pregrams in the same areas on the baccalaureate level and 
enceurage scheels to cencentrate en graduate training in special areas ef the field 
based upen the needs ef the respective states and the facilities ef each institu 
tien (Fer example, several scheels may effer undergraduate werk in forestry, but 
they may wish te limit their work en the graduate level te a special field of 
ferestry such as trepical ferestry). 

Under these principles and precedures each state ceuld then determine the 
meed fer duplicating facilities elsewhere or of enceurasing their students te go te 
ether states for their training. One ef the major preblems te be selved is hew 
te make facilities seutside the state as readily available te its citizens as they 
are te citizens ef the states which previde direct suppert te their own facilities. 
The Seuthern Regienal Educatien Beard has been insturmental in helping institutiens 
selve this preblem by bringing tegether three institutions which effer training in 
city planning fer the purpeses ef exploring their problems and of reaching Cemmon 
agreements. Twenty-three areas for graduate and prefessieonal training have been 
identified as apprepriate fields fer oceeperative suppert te meet regienal needs. 





The Carnegie Feundatien has made a grant ef $100,000 te defray the cest ef explera— 
tery ceaferences which are spensered by the Regienal Beard. 

When institutions agree en the desirability ef a regienal pregram in an area 
and develep a plan, institutienal representatives concerned refer the prepesed 
pregram te their ewn institutiens fer study. After a general agreement ameng the 
iustitutiens is signed and the Beard has appreved it, the Beard will previde a 
secretariat, ask the respective legislatures fer suppert ef the regienal pregram, 
and publicize the agreement and the eppertunities which the agreement afford. 

(Fer example, a bulletin en a regienal ferestry training pregram may be preduced 
which will call attentien te the centributiens of each institutien teward a tetal 
pregram.) Censequently, a regienal pregram in a partioular area will exist by 
Cemmen recegnitien er by centractual arrangement. 

Only in the area ef ferestry and paper—pulp technelegy has expleratery 
planning werk begun. Ameng ether areas in which the need fer regional pregrams 
have been identified are the fellewing: Nursing, petreleum sciences and engineering, 
aerenautical sciences and engineering, public administratien, textile engineering, 
ceramic engineering, health affairs, hespital administratien, plant and animal 
soience, fish and wildlife, landscape architecture, city planning, marine sciences, 
and public health. A cenference ef educatienal specialists is planned fer the late 
summer te identify needs fer training ef specialized scheel persennel such as 
guidance ceunselers and teachers ef handicapped children. 

The Seuthern Regional Educatienu Beard, which is the spenser ef these attempts 
te develep regional pregrams im prefessienal and graduate educatien, is cempesed 
ef the geverners ef the fourteen seuthern states that are affiliated with the 
Seuthern Geverners Cenference and twe ether represeatatives frem each state. Altheugh 
the Beard has a small staff te execute certain respensibilities delegated te it 
by the Beard, the staff serves primarily as a facility fer getting peeple tegether 
in expleratery and planning cenferences. Mest ef the werk is actually dene by the 
cemmittees. During the early years ef the Beard's existence, areas ef ceonoentratien 
have been in the sciences and prefessiens. Perhaps, the reasens fer the selection 
ef these areas of cencentratien were that needs in these fields were identified 
first and legislatures seemed mere likely te previde financial suppert fer training 
pregrams in these areas. 

Dr. Williams alse mentiened the exploratery werk ef the Beard in identifying 
unique facilities in public and private agencies fer research such as facilities 
fer studies in high altitude physielegy at the Scheel ef Aviatien Medicine. 


Fellewing Dr. Williams' discussien ef the develepment ef the Seuthera 
Regienal Educatien Beard's presram, the meeting was epened fer discussien. The 
first tepic mentiened was unique facilities fer teaching and research. Dean Celmer 
peinted eut that the Regienal Seed Precessing Laberatery at Mississippi State 
Cellege is a unique facility and that we effer unusual eppertunities fer training 
in seed precessing and grassland management. A questien was raised relative te the 
availability ef private facilities fer graduate training and research. Dr. Andrews 
mentiened the Seutnern Research Institute at Birmingham as a private regienal 
facility fer research which might be used in graduate training, but Dr. %illiams 
indicated that ne study has been made ef its facilities. The discussien returned 
te eur ewan facilities and Dr. Heever mentioned the facilities at Steneville fer 
study ef preblems im cetten genetics, breeding, and preductien,. 


MEETING WITH SOCIAL SCIENCE GROUPS 


At feur e'cleck Friday afterneen, Dr. Williams met with Dr. Jehu K. Betters-— 
werth, Dr. Hareld Kaufman, Dr. RJ. Saville, Dean Weems, and ethers te disouss the 
Secial Science Research Center and the BusinessResearch Station. 

Dean Weems presented Dr. Williams with cepies ef typical publicatiens ef the 
Business Research Statien, calling particular attentien te the Mississippi Business 
Review, receunted the histery and efferts ef the Statien, and asked Dr. Wefferd te 
desoribe briefly a research pregeot “Laber Ferce Study," cenoerning the adaptability 
ef Seuthern laber te industry. Dr. Kelly eutlined the methed ef the study. Dean 
Weems mentioned the Fre—hespital Administratien pregram in the Scheel ef Business 
as semewhat umique in the area. 
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Dr. Betterswerth eutlined the function of the Secial Science Research Center 
in terms ef its (1) clearing heuse aspect, (2) teacher training, (3) training in 
public service, and (4) research. Dr. Kaufman pointed up the interdisciplinary 
character ef the endeaver in terms ef research, adult education, and graduate study, 
and undersocured the pregress made in interinstitutional ceeperatien already effected 
in the region with respect te the field ef cemmunity study. 

The fellewing prefessers deScribed their specialized areas ef research and 
emphasized strengths in them; Dr. Bryan, ceunty gevernment; Dr. Saville, agri- 
cultural preductien; Mr. Christian, agricultural marketing; Dr. Snellgreve, medieval 
histery; Mr. Gaither, resource—use education, Dr. Pedersen, population; Dr. 
MoLenden, pelitical pelicy; and Mr. Leftin, health and welfare. 

Dr. Williams seemed impressed by the possibility ef expanding efforts ef the 
Business Research Station ceeperatively, perhaps with ether institutiens; by the 
Premhespital Administration undergraduate pregram and its pessibilities of growing 
inte a graduate pregram; by the ceeperation in the Social Science Researoh Center 
en eur campus; and by the coeperation between the secial science greup en this 
campus with secial science peeple en ether campuses. 


KAUFMAN LEADER IN REGIONAL COMMUNITY PROJECT 


A preject designed te erganize and stimyplate community research in the Seuth- 
east, has recently been inaugurated under T.V.A. spensership, with Dr. Hareld 
Kaufman, Associate Chairman ef the Mississippi State College Secial Science Research 
Center, as project leader. Research will fecus upon the ways and means ef ebtain~ 
ing greater participation at the community level in programs of regional and sub= 
regienal development. The necessity fer securing lecal participatien is present 
in all resource development pregrams, and the cemmunity is the basic unit ef 
erganization frem which such participatien must gain and held its mementum. Cem— 
munity research in this area has lacked fecus and needs erganized stimulation. 

It is believed that pessibilities for university research in this field can be 
explered by a regional cenference ef professionally interested persens, with 
prevision fer advance preparatien and organization. It is heped that research 
prejects develeped at this cenference could be initiated en a bread regional scale, 
aleng lines helpful to TVA in carrying out its regienal respensibilities, and 

weuld contribute te a better understanding of the social erganization ef this area. 

The werk that Dr. Kaufman is deing in connection with this project is the 
preparation ef a preliminary statement which will include hypetheses and theories 
relating te community research, a survey ef community research completed er in 
precess in the Seutheast, and an indicatien of the kinds ef additional research 
needed. In preparing this statement he will obtain oontributiens frem socielegists 
ceunected with twelve institutiens in the Southeast. On the basis ef this statement 
he will prepare an agenda fer a regional cenference, invite participants, and make 
advance arrangements fer specific centributions ef these participants te the 
cenference discussions. This cenference will be held in Atlanta, June 25~27. 
Fellowing the conference, he will prepare a summary statement ef results, including 
recemmendations for carrying eut findings of this conference. 


GARNER AWARDS MADE 


Leslie Prichard of Starkville and Billy Mac Cash ef Fairfield, Alabama, have 
been awarded the James W.Garner Memerial Scholarships fer next year. These schelar= 
ships are werth $300 each, and will be paid te the winners in equal installments at 
the beginning of the fall and the spring semester of the 1952-53 term. 

Mr. Prichard will be a senier in the Scheol of Business and Industry next 
year. He has a straight-A average in the eight histery and gevernment ceurses 
that he has taken. Mr. Cash will be a senier in the Scheel ef Education next year. 
He has an average of 2.4 in his secial science studies, and an average of ever 2.0 
in 211 his ceurses. He is treasurer-elect ef the Student Asseciatien. He is alse 
president ef the Scheol ef Education, president of Phi Alpha Theta, past vicee 
president ef the Celenels Club, member ef Scabbard and Blade, vice-president ef 
Kappa Sigma, and 2 participant in varsity athletics. 

These twe awards are made pessible each year te eutstanding students ef 





pelitioal science and histery by Mrs. J.W.Garner ef Jacksen in memery ef her 
distinguished husband, the late Dr. J. W. Garner ef the University ef Illineis. 
Dr. Garner's brether, Prefesser Emeritus A. W.Garner, taught histery at 
Mississippi State fer many years befere his retirement in 1948. The brethers 
were beth graduated frem Mississippi State Cellege. Previeus winners ef the 
schelarship are William Hal Rebbins ef Meridian, Charles E. Beyette ef Heuston, 
John E. Rebersen ef Perkinsten, and Themas'Garland Knett ef New Albany. 


HONORARY FRATERNITIES INITIATE 


Alpha Tau Alpha henerary agricultural educatien fraternity, anneunces 
the initiation of nine students at Mississippi State College, as fellews: 
Themas H, Edwards, Water Valley;William G. Wise, Caledenia; Weedie P. Williams, Jr., 
Lucedale; Clinten L. Williams, Bethany; Jehnnie Sarter, Jr., Hamilten; Bebby Earl 
McKee, Pertland, Ark.; Ray_M. McGee, Vernon, Ala.; Hareld L. McDenald, Winfield, 
Ala.; and Bill Hightewer, Eupera. 

Phi Alpha Theta, henerary histery fraternity, anneunces the initiation 
ef six students at Mississippi State Cellege, as fellews: Billy Peunds, Boeneville; 
James Phillips, Heusten; Travis Weatherly, Hickery Flat; Bennie Owings, Fulton; 
Charles Beyette, Heusten; and Leslie Prichard, Starkville. 


HEALTH AND WELFARE CONFERENCE 


Milten E. Kessack, directer ef Public Health Educatien, Training Center, 

New Orleans, Levisiana, addressed a group of State Health and Welfare werkers 
meeting at Mississippi State Cellege en May l. He talked en “The Organizatien 

ef the Leuisiana Health and Welfare Ceuncil.® The purpese ef this meeting was 

te evaluate the ceeperative werking relatienships ef all state secial, health, 

and welfare agencies and organizatiens. These greups are interested in hew 

their services can be mere effectively used by individual families and communities, 

A panel discussien was led by Dr. D. V. Galleway, directer eof Maternal 
and Child Health Divisien, Mississippi State Board ef Health, en "Is a State Health 
and Welfare Ceuncil Feasible in Mississippi?" Panel participants inoluded: Miss 
May Cresswell, State Heme Demenstratien agent; Me. S. Shaw, asseciate direoter, 
Extensien Service; Miss Katherine Gvice, Cemmunity Services, State Department of 
Welfare, Jacksen; Miss Cassie B. Smith, asseciate director ef Health Educatien, 
Mississippi State sveard er nealth, Jacksen; and Dr. Hareld Kaufman, Extensien rural 
secielegist, State Cellege. 

The merning sessien was held in the Library auditeriun. The afternsen was 
given te small greup discussiens with recemmendations being made en the advisability, 
functiens, and cemmunity appreach ef such a State Ceuncil cempesed ef all secial 
agencies, Participants in the afternmeen discussiens, in additien te these named 
abeve, were Prefesser Lee B. Gaither, Mrs. Bertha Grant. Dr. Otis T. Osgeed, Dr. 
Gerden Bryan, Minar Mary Wajkar Mahey, Prefesser Derris Rivers, Dr. Tem Kelly, Mrs. 
Annette S. Bantwell, and Rd Stanlev. 


SNOWDEN REVISES TEXTBOOK 


Dr. Obed L. Snewden, asseciate prefesser ef avriculture educatien, recently 
revised a standard textbeek, Practical Metheds in Beaching Farm Mechanics. This 
670-page textbeck was written seme years age by the late Glenn C. Ceoek ef Michigan 
State Cellege and by Clyde Walker, fermerly head ef the agricultural engineering 
department ef the Oregen State Cellege ef Agriculture. Mr. Walker is new abread,. 
Dr. Snewden was requested te revise the textbeek by the publisher, the Interstate 
Printing Cempany ef Danville, Illineis. 





BROOKS HEADS EDUCATION GROUP 


; B. P.Breeks, dean ef the Scheel ef Educatien, will serve as chairman ef a 
Cemmittee at the Kalamazee, Michigan, cenference ef the Natienal Cemmission on 
Teacher Education and Prefessienal Standards June 25=28. This cemmittee will study 
the identification and interpretation ef the distinctive characteristics ef teacher 
educatien ceurses. After the Kalamazee cenference, Dean Breoks will attend the 
cenventien ef the Natienal Educatien Asseciation in Detreit, Michigan, the fellewing . 
week. 





